IN BRIEF

CONFIRMED : 8,440

DEATH : 117
VACCINATED : 4,603,203

CONFIRMED : 784

DEATH : 6
VACCINATED : 359,796

Nainital, a mythical

lake town

Apparently built on the lines
of Cumbrian Lake District by
the British, Nainital is one of
Uttarakhand’s most astonish-
ing and popular hill stations.
With its majestic views, Nain-
ital is set in a valley around
an eye-shaped lake, where,
according to legend, the God-
dess Sati’s eyes had fallen.

Bustling markets
with spectacular views of the
hills essentially give Nainital a
clear view to the upper reaches
of the mighty Himalayas. With
the scenic and bio-diverse Jim
Corbett National Park just
a two-hour drive from here,
hordes of tourists tend to flock
here at peak season which is
generally between March-July

each year. P2
A HISTORICAL

JOURNEY

I am always very excited
to visit historical places in
India. Last year, during my
summer holidays, my parents
decided to visit Hazarduari
palace which is located in
Murshidabad, West Bengal.
This historical place is situat-
ed near the bank of theGanga.
It was built in the 19th centu-
ry by Sayyid Mubarak Ali
Khan II, popularly known as
Humayun Jah (1810-1838).
He was the Nawab of Bengal
from 1824 to 1838 and suc-
ceeded by Mansur Ali Khan.
I spent a wonderful time vis-
iting several historical sites
in Murshidabad that includes

the palaces P2

Kolkata, West begal
SATURDA
Partly cloud
Temperature - 31°C
Precipitation - 20%
Humidy - 80%
Wind - 5 km/h

Debojyoti Midhra
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Hazarduari Palace. Picture by Chitra Kumbhakar

A historical journey

Chitra Kumbhakar

I am always very excited
to visit historical places in
India. Last year, during my
summer holidays, my par-

Bengal.

This historical

bank of the Ganga. It was

¢ built in the 19th century by
: Sayyid Mubarak Ali Khan

II, popularly known as Hu-
mayun Jah (1810-1838). He
was the Nawab of Bengal
from 1824 to 1838 and suc-
ceeded by Mansur Ali Khan,

I spent a wonder-

torical sites in Murshidabad
that includes the palaces,
castles, mosques, temples,
and the ancient remains

aj-Ud-Daulah.

The name of the
palace is Hazarduari, which
“a palace with a

thousand doors”. The in-
teriors of the museum are
magnificent with a high
dome and chandeliers with
96 lamps.

The palace was earlier
known as Bara Kothi and
has been named so as the
palace has in all 1,000 doors,
of which 900 are false. They
were built in that manner
as if any intruder tried to
do something wrong and
escape, he would get con-
fused between the false
and real doors and then
be caught by the Nawab’s
guards.

The palace has now been
transformed into a muse-
um which has a huge col-
lections of paintings, furni-
ture, antiques and the like.
When we visited, only a
few galleries were open.
Galleries one and two are
rich in tools like knives,
guns, pistols. In gallery 3,
there are paintings and ob-
jects of silver and gold and
also a mirror in which we
could see everyone but not

ourselves. In Gallery 7, the
Durbar Hall is the main at-
traction. It also has a vault-
ed roof with the crystal
chandelier hanging from
the ceiling. It was present-
ed to the Nawab by Queen
Victoria. We have taken the
help of a tourist guide to
visit the entire Hazarduari
palace. I must say the guide
has a vast knowledge about
this palace, as he explained
us about each and every
spots of Hazarduari in brief.

After visiting the
entire palace, we moved
out from there. We ate a
lot of things there espe-
cially the famous sweet of
Murshidabad, mihidana or
Maheen Boondi.

It was absolutely
delicious. And after taking
rest for a few hours in a
nearby hotel, we returned
home. This is the most
memorable historical jour-
ney in my life and I en-
joyed it a lot, besides learn-
ing about many aspects of
Bengal’s history.
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lake in nainital(Picture by Aryadeb Mukhopadyay)

Aryadeb Mukhopadyay

Apparently built on the lines
of Cumbrian Lake District by
the British, Nainital is one of
Uttarakhand’s most astonish-
ing and popular hill stations.
With its majestic views, Nain-
ital is set in a valley around
an eye-shaped lake, where,
according to legend, the God-
dess Sati’s eyes had fallen.
Bustling  markets
with spectacular views of the
hills essentially give Naini-
tal a clear view to the upper
reaches of the mighty Hima-
layas. With the scenic and
bio-diverse Jim Corbett Na-
tional Park just a two-hour
drive from here, hordes of
tourists tend to flock here at
peak season which is gener-
ally between March-July each

year.

A few kilometres
from Nainital lies the other
towns that have lakes as their
centres. Bhimtal, Sattal and
Naukuchiatal are charming
little hill-towns built around
tranquil lakes as well, and so
this region is known as the
Tal region. It offers generous
opportunities for spending
a holiday in serenity by the
lake, visiting temples and also
adventure.

One of the captivat-
ing characteristics of Nainital
is the cable car which is an op-
portunity not to be forsaken.
It provides an irreplaceable
offer of catching a bird’s eye
view which is quite breath-
taking, of Naini Lake and the
entire Nainital hill station. A
treat of refreshment and re-

laxation is offered when you
glide with the air over such
an unblemished landscape.

Drop in for a spot
of the stargazing at the Ary-
abhatta Research Institute of
Observational Science where
you are welcomed to a differ-
ent world and lose yourself
among the stars and beyond
as you delve deep into the
majestic unknown of the uni-
verse and its underlying mys-
teries.

Before  wrapping
up your journey, do visit the
famous temple of Lord Ha-
numan, who is a much cele-
brated image of unwavering
devotion himself, being one
of the greatest worshippers of
Lord Ram, perched at an al-
titude of 6,400 feet above sea
level.

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Every oirl chlld is the face of Durga

Shuvanwita Dey

The state of development of
a society can be judged from
the status a woman occupies
in it. A woman performs a
number of roles both in a
family and outside (in her
career).Since ancient times,
Hinduism is known to have
the strongest presence of the
divine feminine among major
world religions.

One of India’s most
auspicious festivals, Durga
Puja, celebrates the triumph
of good over the evil. It is
meant to honour the ‘goddess
of power’, Durga.

The word ‘Durga’
refers to one who is indom-
itable and has the power to
fight all the sufferings and
miseries of human race. The
festival occurs in the Hindu
month of Ashwin from the
first to the tenth day of the
month. Basically, the most
attractive days of the festival
starts from Saptami and ends
with Dashami. The prowess
of Durga is depicted with her

THERE IS MAA DURGA HIDDEN IN

ten hands holding different

weapons and symbolizing
various ‘shakti’ or power that
human possess. A woman is
often referred to have taken
the form of Durga when she
is at her best spirit to fight
against the evil.Durga, the
unassailable, is one of the
most impressive and formi-
dable warrior goddesses.

Her story is the
victory of good over evil.

As Mahishasurmardini, she
slays the buffalo demon who
threatens the stability of the
world. She is also the Divine
Mother protecting all from
evil and misery.

The history of
women in India has been
eventful and seen a vast
change in perception over
several decades. Before In-
dependence, women in India
were ill-treated by men. They
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were made to stay within the
four walls of the house and
not at all respected. The only
‘job” of women at that time
was to take care of the family
and give birth. Evil practices
like Sati, child marriage, fe-
male infanticide and witch-
hunts, among others, were
inflicted upon them.

Today, a country
like India where Durga is
worshipped and women form

the backbone of the society, :
is still fighting the societal :
demons of crimes against :
women like rape, infanticide :
and female foetocide, dowry :
and child marriage. We wor- :
ship our goddesses but tend :
to forget to respect the spirit
of those deities in our girls :

and our women.

The Goddess Durga :
represents a great leader too, :
which most of us may have :
heard, but not known how to
apply in real life. She is not :
submissive and takes the bat- :

tle to the males. Now women Considering the threat of a pos-

: sible third wave of the Covid-19
: pandemic, Durga Puja festivities
Modern India now has suc- :
cessful women participation

in India are powerful, righ-
teous, and courageous.

in areas of education, sports,

ture, business,
technology.

er Teresa,

Bachendri  Pal,

The making of durga idol. Picture by Sudipta Bhattacharjee

Shreya Saha

Durga Puja is here.

will be a low-key affair in West
Bengal this year too as Calcut-

‘ta High Court has ordered that

politics, media, art and cul- : pandals in the state turned into

science and : ‘containment zones' and no vis-

¢ itors will be allowed to enter

Women like Moth- :
Indira Gandhi, :
Sarojini : barricades will have to be put up

Naidu and many more have : five metres from the entrance,

inspired thousands of girls : while for the bigger ones, the

to walk on the road less trav- :

elled and leave a trail behind : court ordered.A similar order

them.
For small pandals,

distance has to be 10 metres, the

was issued by the High Court
last year as well. All the re-
strictions imposed by the court
last year will remain the same.
Meanwhile, the West Bengal
government has extended the
Covid restrictions and night
curfew till October 30. How-
ever, in view of the Durga Puja
celebrations, restriction on the
movement of people, includ-
ing the movement of vehicles,
between 1lpm and 5am has
been relaxed between October
10 to October 20, 2021 except
for health services, law and or-
der, essential services and other
emergency purposes.

The forum of puja

organisers has proposed a set
of guidelines, which needs to be
followed during the pandemic.
“This year all puja organisers,
artisans, priests and drummers
should be vaccinated,” said Sas-
wata Basu, general secretary of
Forum for Durgotsab.

The organisers

also urged to scale down their
spending on the pandals, light-
ing, idols and other parapher-
nalia, and instead use the funds
for public service. The pandal
should be kept as simple and
open as possible with minimum
interior work, so that citizens
may see the pandal, decoration
and idol from outside.
Further, the state also stressed
the need for wearing of face
masks and maintaining physical
distancing and other health and
hygiene protocols at all times.

Other Covid-19 re-
strictions, such as maintaining
social distance during Durga
Puja, wearing masks and saniti-
sation, will also be followed. Just
like last year, no sliced fruits will
be offered to the idol. Instead,
only whole fruits will be offered.
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Black n blurry, levanter’s in a hurry. Picture by Samir Pandey

Sthesh

Ganesh comes home. Painting by Saheli Ghosh

Nitu Das

Hello everyone today I am mak-
ing chocolate modak in just 10
minutes;

Ingredients:- 2 packet oreo bis-

cuit ,I packet dairy milk or any
compound chocolate ,1cup milk
, leup desiccated coconut , and
2 table spoon ghee/any unfla-
voured oil/butter, hand full al-

mond/cashew.

Procedure:-

First of all separate the oreo bis-
cuit and it’s cream in two bowl.
Now grind the biscuit and make
a biscuit powder. Then in the bis-
cuit powder add milk and make
dough.

Now I am move to
the modak staffing, first in a pan
add ghee/oil /butter let it warm
up properly and then add desic-
cated coconut and almond mix
until it light brown colour mean-
while I melt the dairy milk or
any compound chocolate. Now
simply mix the melted choco-
late into the coconut pan and the
separated biscuit cream also mix
everything together. Now time
to assembling everything if you
have any modak mould then sim-

ply add a little portion from that
biscuit dough put in to the modak
mould press

and make a hole centre of the
modak now put into the choco-
late coconut mixer and close the
modak with help of little biscuit
dough.

If you don’t have any
modak mould then simply get
a little portion from the biscuit
dough put into your palm make
a round ball simply make a hole
and put into the chocolate and
coconut mixer and get shape like
modak/ round or any other as you
like to shape it .

Now your delicious
chocolate modak are ready to eat
please try this in your home, I am
sure you will like this recipe.

The awakening. Picture by Shampa Dey

A precious
relationship

Sandipta Ghosh

He protects her like a father
She cares for him like a
mother

They are like two branches of

a tree with a single root
They fight like Tom and Jerry
But they are best friends too!

They are each other's
strength
They show they don t care
for each other but they care
the most
They can t look identical but
their habits are the same
They can stay miles away but
their hearts are close to each
other
They can fight with the world
for each other

They can fight with each

other too.

They tease each other like old

friends
But they share a sweet-and-
sour relationship

They share bond of uncondi-
tional love

Theirs is the love of a brother
and sister.
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Can the Indian football team qualify

Rahul Mondal

We all know about the
cricket craze in India and
how Indians are obsessed
with the game. However,
football also has a huge
following in India. In fact,
Indians are obsessed with
football. Bengal and Kera-
la were the most common
places to see this craze. For
football fans, there is al-
ways one question on their
minds. When is India going
to participate in the World
Cup? In terms of Indian
football participation at the
Fifa World cup, India's re-
cord is not that good, but
there is still hope. India’ s
future in FIFA is a burn-
ing question. Will they be
represented? We will try to

find out.

Do Indians really
love football? There is a
real doubt about the num-
ber of people who watch
football in India. If there
is a real love for football
in India, then why is it still
underrated? Why is it not
generating the revenue that
it deserves? We all know
about the UEFA (Union of
European Football Asso-
ciations) Euro champion-
ship. Sony Sports Network,
the official broadcaster
of Euro 2020, reports that
37 million football fans
watched the first 21 match-
es. And these are viewers
who were actively watch-
ing. In 2017, FIFA U-17
opened with 4.7 million
TV viewers and dropped to

1.3 million by the 10th of
October. The event still had
3.8 million viewers in to-
tal. Over 28.3% of viewers
who watched FIFA stayed
and watched ISL matches
as well. It has changed dra-
matically. And if you as-
sume that men who watch
football leagues capture a
larger percentage, you're
wrong. The statistics data
on viewers shows that men
in the age group of 18-24
make up 41 percent and
women in the age group of
25-34 make up 38 percent.

Clearly, India has
a good amount of viewers;
the question is how the In-
dian team performs. Well,
it's improving, which indi-
cates that India might qual-
ify for FIFA's qualification

round. India was third in
the qualification matches
in the previous year, after
Qatar and Oman, but their
winning to losing ratio was
poor, but it was better than
their previous FIFA perfor-
mances. In the Asian leg of
the World Cup Qualifiers
for 2022, India held Asian
Champions Qatar to a 0-0
draw at home that too on
their home field. In the
past years, Qatar has not
been defeated or held back
from drawing, with India
being the first to do so at
home.

Is there any chance that
India can participate in
FIFA if India hosts it? The
country has hosted Crick-
et World Cups, the Indian
Premier League, and the

Indian Super League but
no FIFA World Cup. Many
factors contributed to that.
Before assigning a country
to host the world cup, FIFA
looks at all aspects. Infra-
structure, facilities, player
and staff accommodations,
revenue generation, and
traveling facilities are all
included. The fact that ISL
matches are hosted in India
suggests that infrastruc-
ture, accommodations for
staffs, and travel facilities
aren't an issue. In light of
the fact that FIFA is offer-
ing the chance for Qatar
to host the 2022 World
Cup, there is pretty much a

for the World Cup by 2030?

SOURCES- YOUGOV INDIA
STATISTICA

good chance that India will
host one eventually when
it again switches to Asia.
Football viewership in In-
dia may not be very steady.
FIFA's visit will serve as

an encouragement, how-
ever. It turns out that the
Indian sports administra-
tion will look at every as-
pect, including whether the
country is economically
stable enough to handle
the risk of earning revenue
over expenses.

Ever so often, the
question of viewership and
engagement of audience
arises. So why do football
audiences engage so little?

INFTOGRAPHICS BY Rahul Mondal

As an example, ISL does
not have any promotion or
relegation policy, a policy
that is very much present
in all other football-play-
ing nations. As a result,
the sense of competition is
not created, and audiences
lose the sense of enthusi-
asm and fan following. “In
Mizoram alone, there are
tons of talented children,
but they don’t get the right
exposure and that’s why
we are failing to recognize
them,” says Uttam Singh, a
state-level player.

In order for our
Indian football team to gain
international  recognition

and represent themselves
at the world cup, we have
to be patient. There are
many things that need to be
changed, as discussed pre-
viously. The Indian team
is changing and improv-
ing drastically, and we are
aware of the victories they
are achieving at the local
and international levels.
Supporting and encourag-
ing them is the one thing
we have to do, by sharing
love and showing our sup-
port for them. As football
fans, we will never stop
supporting them. Keeping
an optimistic attitude and
hoping for the best.

When sports brought the world together

Arghyadeep Roy

Sport for years has brought
people together all around the
globe and sport has the poten-
tial to unite people. Actually,
there’s no denying the fact
that sports have a huge as-
pect of culture. Although it’s
a fierce rivalry, the Olympic
Games or showing of sports-
manship, sports can solve any
kind of dispute, provide uni-
versal inspiration and deliver
entertainment for a small mo-
ment in time.

Sports have posi-
tively contributed to the soci-
ety in many ways. Examples
such as after the 9/11 blast
, showing solidarity and re-
solve the thing when the un-
thinkable happens at a sport-
ing event, with the Boston
Marathon. There are many
different athletes, soccer and
basketball. Also tennis, box-
ing events that transformed
the world. Let’s take a look
at how sports bring the entire

THE FIFA

world together.

Major league baseball’s
tribute to the heroes during
9/11 terror attack:

The 9/11 incident (the dead-
liest terrorist attack in world
history) left the US in deep
mourning as it resulted in
nearly 3,000 deaths, and more
than 25,000 injuries. One of

first MLB games after the
9/11 attacks took place on
September 21 between The
New York Mets and Atlanta
Braves in New York city. The
Mets won the game.

Mattew Webb swims across
English Channel:

Mattew Webb, also known
as British Captain, in 1875

became the first person to
swim the English Channel.
He was also known for wa-
ter stunts. The whole world
wanted a piece of the captain.
This made him a celebrity and
he performed many stunts in
public.

3 . Modern-day Olympic
Games Commence:

Started around 773 BC, the :
Olympic Games have become : |
modern. After 1500 years, the
Olympic Games were official- :
ly reborn in 1896 and com- :
menced around 12 countries. :
At Athens, Greece, the Games
were filled with nearly 350
athletes in 43 or 45 events that
included wrestling, track and
field, gymnastics and many

more. Nearly 60,000 people 2

gathered for the opening cer-
emony, but the international :
spirit of sport took hold and :

billions
watched the Games.

4 . The FIFA World Cup :

The world’s biggest sporting
event, The FIFA World Cup,
brings together from differ-
ent countries and fans from
all around the world, every
four years continuously since

1930. More than 3 billion :
people watch the FIFA World :

Cup. The 2018 World Cup
final was viewed globally by
1.12 billion people.

around the World§
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Ranbir Kapoor’s new look in movie
Shamshera released on his birthday

Moupiya Maity

anbir Kapoor
turned 39 on Sep-
tember 28. And on

Tuesday, the first look of
the movie Shamshera was
released on the occasion
of the actor’s birthday.
Ranbir was seen in a com-
pletely different incarna-
tion.

Long curly hair,
fixed vision in the eyes,
rough mood is evident in
the expression. It is dif-
ficult to recognize at a
glance that this man is
Ranbir Kapoor.

The movie was
supposed to be released
this year. But it has been
delayed due to the pan-
demic situation. The pro-
ducers have announced
that Shamshera is going to
be released on March 18,
2022.

The story of this
movie unfolds in the con-

text of 1800. It is about a
band of robbers, who were

forced to fight against
the British to snatch their

rights.

Vaani Kapoor and
Sanjay Dutt are starring
in this movie with Ranbir

Kapoor. The movie is di-
rected by Karan Malhotra,
who had earlier directed
Agneepath. Ranbir Kapoor

was last seen on screen§

in 2018 in Sanjay Dutt’s
biopic Sanju, directed by :
Rajkumar Hirani.

Deb()]yotl Mishra honoured
on foreign stage

DEBOIYOTI MISHRA

Moupiya Maity

: Music composer Debojyoti
: Mishra was recently honoured
: abroad. He won the best mu-
i sic composer award at the
: 20th ‘Imagine India Film Fes-
tival” in Madrid for giving the
: score of the song in the film
Bansuri: The flute.
i The nominees for this award
were Taras Dron for ‘Blind
; Fold’ and Ismail Munsif for

‘Charcoal’.

“It is a great honor for all of
us who have worked in Bans-
uri: the flute. We don’t work
for rewards, but if anyone gets
respect for that work then it’s
for the whole team. I thank
the filmmaker, Hari Viswa-
nath. He wanted me to score
the music in Bansuri: the
flute. I am grateful to every-
one. I am grateful for the me-
lodious contribution of music

artist Papon and Anwesha Das
Gupta. I am also grateful to
my wife Jonaki, who listens to
every song of mine and gives
valuable advice. This is truly
a proud moment for Indian
cinema,” Mishra said.
Viswanath, Anurag Kashyap,
Rituparna Sengupta, German
cinematographer Gregorz
Hartfiel and many others as-
sociated with this film feel
that it is a great honour.




