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India sends its first

astronaut into space
Congratulations
Subhanshu Shukla

After 41 years, India
reaches for the stars again
-proud moment for the
nation as you represent
us in the Axiom Space
mission. Wishing you a
successful journey and
safe return.

Axiom-4 lift off
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The two phases of monsoon

Ahona Roy

Monsoon, not just a season
but a period of rejuvenation
with a delightful symphony
of a refreshing earthy scent
and beautiful sights along
with nature’s own melodious,
soothing chorus. The dramat-
ic canvas of sky with gray
and white clouds, and the fine
strokes of thunder makes the
nature artistic. The reviving
greenery, the wet soil that fills
the atmosphere with a refresh-
ing aroma. It feels so good
and relaxing to read a book or

listening to the music with the
dripping bgm of nature play-
ing in the background. The
whole appearance of monsoon
feels so soothing and aesthet-
ic just like a visual represen-
tation of any romantic poem
until you experience rain wa-
ter dripping inside from the
roof of your home, until you
get your clothes wet, wet in
the water logging city streets.

The romanticism of mon-
soon dies when you see how
people running here and
there in search of shelter.

The delights of monsoon dis-
appear when floods destroy
villages, crops, and lives, and
infectious diseases break out.

Monsoon has two differ-
ent phases: one is the healing
phase, a reviving one where
everything feels soothing and
beautiful; the other one is the
destroying one which has wit-
nessed lots of tears, screams,
struggles, and fears, which
shatters lives and belongings
just to destroy the humans’
bragof  powerand creation.

Rains bring nourishment and
memories to life

Sangeeta Guha

Monsoon is not only about

i rain. Monsoon is also about
i some memories that make
i us feel nostalgic. I remember

when it rained in my child-
hood, it was an extra holiday. If

i there was school that day and

s N T AN RO QT LG ag raining outside, it would

have been an extra holiday.
I personally like to stay at
home during the monsoon. I
think many people like to stay

enjoy the rain, eat, listen to
music, sleep. I have to travel
by train to reach my univer-

especially when it rains, I
enjoy the train journey even
more. Because when it rains
outside and you are inside the
train, it feels amazing and if
you listen to some soothing
songs, it feels even better.
There was something else
during the rainy months. When
I was a kid, loadshedding was
prevalent during the monsoon.
In the evening, when it rained
outside and then the electrici-
ty went off and if it happened
during study time, it would
turn into play time for us.

i But now, many things have

changed. Actually adulthood
changes everything. Load-
shedding still happens. But
our priorities have changed.
Now when there is rain out-
side, I like to stay in a dark
room peacefully, love to listen
to music and enjoy gazing at
the rain through the window.
Many teenagers and kids love
to play in the puddles during
this time. Many adults like to
play football on the muddy
fields in the rain. That’s why
I said monsoon brings back
memories, because now
when it rains, these
memories come to
my mind. The
rain cleanses
everything,
the leaves,
the soil, nour-
ishing the
environment,
the trees.
That’s  why
I  mentioned
nourishment.
But the mon-
soon defi-
nitely has its
bad effects
when it rains
heavily in the
villages, be-
cause it results in

flooding, dams break, caus-
ing problems for the people.
While we enjoy the monsoon
as a romantic, peaceful, com-
fortable season, for those who
live in the villages, heavy
rain is like a curse. Although
farmers wait for the rainy sea-
son to harvest their crops, the
government should pay atten-
tion to the people who face
problems. Whatever its boon
and bane, the monsoon plays
a significant role in our lives.
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Call to save Planet Earth

Soumili Poddar

June 5 is celebrated as “World
Environment Day’. This day
brings a powerful reminder
that our planet is not a hub of
endless resources. Rather, it
is a shared home of all which
needs our care. This day was
established in 1972 by the
United Nations and serves as
the platform to raise aware-
ness and take actions for the
protection of our environment.

Every year over 150 coun-
tries participate and bring indi-
viduals, communities and gov-
ernments together to address
some of the most pressing eco-
logical challenges of our time.
The theme for this year was
Restore our Earth, focusing
on ecosystem restoration and
climate resilience. From res-
toration campaigns to plastic
bans, the goal was simple but
also urgent, that was to revive
the damage caused by human
activities and to secure a sus-
tainable life in future. I have
seen my mother, along with
some of her friends, making
handmade carrybags from old
or rough clothes. They sold
these at a low price to the local
citizens of New Barrackpore
and most of them have stopped
using plastic bags as a result.
Also, the shops in the mar-

WORLD ENVIRONMENT

DAY 2025

“Restore Our Earth?”

ket of New Barrackpore have
stopped giving plastic carry-
bags. Instead, they give the
customers cloth carrybags
whether it’s a small fruit
shop or a supermarket sell-
ing all kinds of products.
The municipal workers look-
ing after the cleanliness of
the city have done a great job.
They come on a regular basis
to survey homes to check for
mosquito larva to eradicate the
threat of dengue. The super-
visors, along with their men,
visit all the area of New Bar-
rackpore and look carefully
at drains and accumulted wa-
ter. If they find any mosquito
larva, they immediately take
the needful steps and ensure
that they eradicate the link-

age to keep
the citizens of
this city safe.
Along with
these actions,
the garbage col-
lectors and their
supervisors
ensure that the
household-gen-
erated  waste
is dropped on
the  different
sections al-
lotted for dry
and wet waste.
Hence all this
has made New
Barrackpore
one of the cleanest localities.
World Environment Day is
not just about planting trees or
attending rallies — it is about
adopting a mindset of steward-
ship. Every small act —carry-
ing a cloth bag, avoiding sin-
gle-use plastics — contributes
to a broader culture of conser-
vation. It is a day to reflect on
our habits, acknowledge our
impact, and reimagine our
role in preserving the Earth.
As we step into another year
of environmental reckon-
ing, the message is clear: we
are not separate from nature
— we are part of it. And it is
only when we treat our plan-
et with respect and compas-
sion that we can hope for a
healthier, greener tomorrow.

J‘I’/

Eradication of lineage of the dengue mosquitoes by the workers
of New Barrackpore Municipality and supervised by Basana
Dutta (supervisor of ward number16)

The joys of internship

Anupriya Chakraborty

It will be a very fruitful oppor-
tunity for anyone to work in an
organization like ‘Prayasam.’
Five students from MSc MSJ
3rd Semester, including me,
got this opportunity to work
at ‘Prayasam’ as interns. It is a
different world in itself within
this world of discrimination,
inequality, and lack of oppor-
tunity, where they reach out
to underprivileged children to
fulfill their dreams, make them
recognize their potential, and
teach them so that they can
come up with a better self and
afterwards lead other children
with the same idea of self-de-
velopment.

When we hear the word NGO,
the idea that comes to our mind
is an organization helping mar-
ginalized people with some
money and essentials, and
with that follows the idea of
superiority and minority in this
society. But ‘Prayasam,” with
its developmental approach,
changes the one-way idea of
NGOs; it does not portray
the compulsion of the mar-
ginalized people; they show
how children are the root of
the development of a society.

They work with the idea that if
children are taught educational
and other life skills, they will
ensure further development of

their community and the future
buds. They work in six dynamic
enterprises—Prayasam  Visu-
al Basics, Prasad (community
kitchen), Duoranir Shongshar
(upcycle center), Kalanjali (art
studio), Community Quick
Call Service (home services),
and Ontrack (life skill train-

ing institute) — ‘Prayasam’
has become a ray of hope,
illuminating paths for youth
seeking to break free from the

.

shackles of
marginal-
ization and
unemployment. Thus, in the
vibrant core of Salt Lake City,
Kolkata, ‘Prayasam’ is a trans-
formative initiative that has
been quietly rewriting the nar-
ratives of countless young and
passionate lives. The thoughts,
approach, and exquisite idea
of ‘Prayasam’ are all possi-

ble because of the foresight
of the founder and director of
‘Prayasam,” Mr. Amlan Kusum
Ganguly In 51mple words, he

is the heart of ‘Prayasam,’
who came up with his ideas
and started this work 29 years
back with 5 kids, and now he
is enthusiastically torch-bear-
ing around 7000 youth who
are the future of this society,
and I am sure his approach will
bring a visible change among
many marginalized communi-
ties.I am running out of words
to say about ‘Prayasam.’ It is

really difficult to summarize
the vibrance this organization
holds. To truly acknowledge
the journey of ‘Prayasam,’ one

needs to visit there, commu-
nicate with them, get to know
about their journey from the
very core, and feel the envi-
ronment. It is not just an of-
fice to work for; it is beyond
that. ‘Prayasam’ incorporates a
different vision to look at our
society. | hope we get to know
‘Prayasam’ more and engage
with their work for the devel-
opment of the youth.

Prapti Biswas

As the semester came to an
end, with heartbreaks and
farewells to our beloved se-
niors, came the excitement
of welcoming our fresh-
ers. As we become seniors
ourselves, we are thrilled
to share our department
we call home with the new
ones. We wish to create an
environment that fosters
love, friendship, creativi-
ty, and growth. Our small
initiative will be to build
a sense of belonging and
enhance their academic
journey with us. The in-
teractions will help foster
confidence and help them
to smoothly transition to
this new ex-p
perience  of ‘@&
college life.

We are de-p=
lighted to be ¥
a part of their
new  begin-
ning, witness
new  bond-
ing, and share
our wisdom

with the new students. Our
initiative will help to un-
derstand that there can be
interactions among seniors
and juniors without rag-
ging. Interactions that will
be fun and help them show-
case their talents and inter-
ests.

We hope to set a positive
and warm tone towards the
newcomers who will soon
consider the department as
much as their home as we
all do. We are beyond ex-
cited to guide, support, and
cheer them. We are all look-
ing forward to the amazing
things we can all achieve
together.

WE ARE WAITING FOR YOII./

A NEW JOURNEY.
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New Session 2025-26 Begins
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Monsoon magic in still frames.
Picture by Sukanya Sengupta
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Nature’s masterpiece: a breathtaking sunset li‘alﬁt\ing the sky and water.

Picture by Sayantani Ghosh
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A beautlful nlght view of Howrah Bridge.
Picture by Rupsa Khanra

Picture by Ranodip Saha

Rathyatra vibes with Lord Jagannath’s blessmgs lighting the streets.

= 04A

A pastel dusk over Barasat where the sky quietly sings in colours
before night embraces the city. Picture by Abahoni Podder

o

A bustlmg street on a rainy day.
Picture by Ahona Roy

' The light of divinity has created holiness throughout
“%d the place. Picture by Sangeeta Guha )
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A vibrant Rathyatra in Alipurduar

Debosmita Roy

Netaji Road Durgabari in
Alipurduar transforms into
a hub of joyous celebration
during its annual Rathyatra.
This seven-day festival, en-
tirely arranged and managed
by ISKCON committee mem-
bers, is a significant event for
the community. Beyond the
spiritual rituals, the temple
grounds come alive with nu-
merous stalls offering a vari-
ety of vegetarian foods, add-
ing to the festive atmosphere
and providing a delightful
experience for all visitors.

The Rathyatra kicks off with
an energetic procession on the
first day. Three beautifully
decorated chariots, carrying
the deities, are pulled through
the city streets. Devotees,
filled with enthusiasm, dance
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to the rhythmic beats of
“Dhaak er taal” (tradi-
tional Bengali drums),
creating a captivating
spectacle of faith and
revelry. Every day of the
seven-day festival, arati
is performed for the dei-
ties, a beautiful ritual of
worship and devotion
that draws many partic-
ipants. This vibrant pro-
cession, where spiritual
devotion meets cultural }
celebration, captivates
onlookers and partici-
pants alike. The same g
joyous atmosphere and
energetic procession are
replicated on the last
day of the Rathyatra, marking
a grand finale to the festivities.

For seven days, Neta-
ji Road Durgabari becomes
a focal point of devotion,

T atra at Alipurduar
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community gathering, and
cultural exchange. The me-
ticulous organization by the
ISKCON committee ensures
a smooth and memorable
experience for  everyone.
This blend of spiritual ob-
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~ Gill’s double century, Siraj & Akashdeep’s
pace attack smash England in 2nd Test
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Aditya Adhikari
e g e % G @7 |
¢ India defeated England by a
R 3 © ’ huge margin of 336 runs in
qEFm e I’ the second Test at Edgbaston.

With this victory, India now
draws the five-match series 1-1

Shub -
man Gill
led the
entire In-
dian team
as  cap-
tain for

. Picture by Debosmita Roy

servance, traditional music,§
and community engagement, :
enhanced by the presence of i
food stalls and daily arati,
truly makes the Netaji Road i
Durgabari Rathyatra a cher- :
ished event in Alipurduar.
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first time after Rohit Shar-
ma’s retirement. He scored a
brilliant 269 runs in the first
innings and followed it up
with another superb 161 runs
in the second innings. His
classy batting helped India
set a massive target of 608
runs for England. He won the
Player of the Match award.

great pace and picked up im-
portant wickets in both in-
nings, making it tough for
England to build partnerships.
Akash Deep supported him
well, taking key wickets
and keeping the pressure
on the English batters.

for 407 runs in their first in-
nings and 271 runs in their
second innings while chas-
ing the big target. India’s
team looked strong and con-
fident throughout the match.

¥ Apart from that, Ravindra
Jadeja’s excellent batting

69 in the second),Yashasvi
"3z Jaiswal’s  courageous
* opening (87 in the
first innings), Rish-
av Pant and K.L.
Rahul’s solid con-
tribution helped

Captain Shubman Gill said
after the win, “I'm very
proud of the team. Ev-
eryone contributed. It’s a

India make a great feeling to win here.”
huge score.

India’s  bowlers  After losing the 1st Test match
also  performed against England, the Indian
very well. Mo- team made an excellent come-
hammed  Siraj back and ensured the victory.

bowled with  Now the fans want to see this
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England were bowled out
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victory again in
the  upcoming
test at Lords.

with their copies of the paper on the university campus .




